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From the Principal’s Desk 

Dear Parents, 

 

Advent is such a wonderful time of year in Catholic Schools!  Thank you for 

attending Monday nights wonderful Advent/ Christmas Program.  It was won-

derful to see the church so full and our children filled with the holiday spirit. 

 

Attached to the newsletter today is the Advent and Christmas Schedule for 

your convenience as well as an examination of conscience.  We look forward to 

having you continuing to celebrate the season with our parish collaborative 

family. 

 

Advent Blessings, Shannon 

Dates if Interest 

Dec 19-21—Christmas Spirit Week (see 
note on page 2) 

Dec. 22—Jan. 3—No School       

Jan. 4—School Resumes—Color Day 

Jan. 13—End of 2nd Qtr. 

 

Jan. 16—Half Day, 11:20 Dismissal 

Jan. 19— 3:30PM H.S.A. meeting 

 (Free after School care for those 
 attending) 

Jan. 19 —6:00PM LCAB Meeting 
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Project Hope was 

thrilled with the amaz-

ing first drop just in 

time for their family 

Christmas Ministry.  

Please give if you can.  

Gloves, hats, scarves, 

mittens, and socks for 

Men, Women, and chil-

dren.  We will make a 

second drop on Decem-

ber 21. 

We will be delivering 

much needed items to 

the Pantry of Project 

Hope in Dorr on De-

cember 21st.  They are 

in desperate need of 

Flour, Sugar, Cake 

Mixes, canned Fruit, 

and Canned Vegeta-

bles.  These are great 

ministries for our chil-

dren to learn the joy of 

giving. 

Fundraiser for HSA 

If you have already purchased your 

book and card, consider the impact 

to our HSA and a loved one if you 

purchase one or two more to give as 

the gift that keeps on giving. 

They are $30 and the HSA will re-

tain 50% just as school did. 

Here is a video of our now famous 

preschooler, Henry, telling us why he loves the 

Coupon Book!    https://youtu.be/RSyw5lfmlvE 

Living the Faith of a Catholic Family 
 

Each newsletter we will be sharing re-

sources for our families based on Rev. Mr. 

Dario Rinaldi article Living the Faith: 

Ideas for Catholic Families. 
 

Family Meal 

 

The family meal is also a time of learning for chil-

dren, especially younger children who have yet to 

make meaningful relationships outside of the 

family.  

Since children learn by watching, it is important 

that the parents act in the way they want their 

children to act at the dining table, teaching them 

polite and clean eating habits.  

These small habits can help grow a sense of good 

attitude in kids.  

As they get older, kids can learn to help in pre-

paring and cleaning up, teaching them to do their 

part and share responsibility.  

All these things are sanctifying parts of family 

life. They are not simply chores or scheduled ac-

tivities, they have a dignity to them, a value in 

their being done. 

Auction News 

The Auction Committee has been hard at work 

gathering many wonderful donations.  Our virtu-

al online auction will start on Wednesday, Febru-

ary 15, and run until Friday.  The dinner, silent 

auction, and live auction will be held on Satur-

day, February 18. 

This year they are asking for donations for our all 

school basket called “Keeping it Local”!  This is 

going to be a gift card basket and they are asking 

for gift cards to local businesses (Dorr, Hopkins, 

Wayland, Byron Center, Hudsonville—ish)  These 

can be in any denomination that works for you.  

You can send them to the school office prior to 

January 30. 

Please click on the link for our sign up genius and 

consider helping to make this a fun and success-

ful event. 

Look for more information and raffle tickets after 

Christmas Break! 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/70A0D4AAAAD29A3F85-smvdinner1 

Christmas Spirit Week 

Monday the 19th — "Monday Morning Grinch." - Wear your green! 

Tuesday the 20th—"Comfy Cozy Tuesday" - Wear your coziest pajamas or flannel 

Wednesday the 21st —"Decking the School Halls" Uniform bottoms are required Students may wear 

holiday socks, festive sweaters, red, or green. Christmas accessories may also be worn after Mass.  
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Mission Statement for St. Mary’s Visitation School 
At St. Mary’s Visitation Catholic School we are disciples, walking in the path of Jesus,  

making Mary our Model, and striving for personal and academic excellence.  

Community Activities for Adults 

We wanted to share with you a couple things happening this winter that parents may be interested in 

joining. Whether you want to build friendships and comradery or grow in faith, Tuesdays starting in 

January offer two fun and enriching opportunities.  Unfortunately they run at the same time so you 

can’t do both. You can check the parish bulletin for more information or on the NACC Young Adult Fel-

lowship Facebook page. 

Women’s Bible Study 

Any moms looking for an opportunity to grow spiritually and build community? All 

women are invited to a 6 week Bible Study entitled, 'Elijah'. We will meet at Visita-

tion Hall from 7 to 9pm every Tuesday starting January 10. Its a great time to visit 

with women, learn, and be inspired. RSVP  Rachel Orban 616-283-3413  

Co-Ed Volley Ball League 

Natalie Washburn is organizing another Co-Ed Volley Ball League to be held on Tuesday 

nights starting in January. Team registration forms will be in church Bulletin. These 

games will also run 7-9. they are looking for 4-8 teams. Registration is first come, first 

serve.  

Jesse Tree 

It has been wonderful 

to see the tradition of 

the Jesse Tree brought 

to the whole school. 

Each week the school 

gathers to light the ad-

vent candles and pray. 

The students and teach-

ers work together to de-

sign  a Lego ornament 

to represent one of the 

stories of the bible. An 

Ark for Noah, the 10 

Commandments for Mo-

ses, all stories that lead 

up to the coming of 

Christ.  


